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A LETTER froma Feſuit at Paris, to his Cor- 
reſpondent in LON D ON, &c«. 


Honoured Dear Sir , 

LOST wvarios caſus, poſt tot diſcrimina -x-After many tears and trights, 
[ thank our Bletied Lady, Iam fate got outof the mouth of the Low, 
and have got the Se.: between me and danger. It would be trou- 
+ bicſometorepeat toyou the Hazards I have run ; how often | was 
upon the Frink of being difcovered and taken by the /7erericks, who 
had laid all the Sea-ports,to arreſt all ſuch as ſhould attempt to paſ; over the 
'eas; but in regard i have ſomething of more moment and concern for tlic 
Catholick Cauſe to impart toyou, I will not {tuif out this Pacquec with thoſe 
relations, with the remembrance of which, I hope hereaiter to laugh away 

ſome pleaſant hours with you. | 

| give you thanks for the Account of Afﬀairs which T have now before me ; 
and you are deſired ſtill to continue it in, regard you may do it with great ſe- 
curity, both by reaſon of the Way by which it comes , and the Charaterto 
which it is committed, which I think no perion living beſides your ſeif has a 
Key of: and how ingenious ſoever ſome in //ereticopoligmay be in expaun- 
ding Cyphers, this will coſt them ſome time to underſtand. 

I underſtand by the Encloſed Proclamation, that the immortal Parl;ament , 
as 'twas believed, is at laſt diſſolved; and immediately upon the receipt of 
yours, I communicated it to their Reverences, the Fathers, L.C. P. F, and P. 
The next day they ſummoned together ſuch as we put confidence in, to enter 
upon an immediate Con/u/t upon this traverſe of our Aﬀairs, 1 heir Keverens 
ces were underas great diſappointments, and as many diſturbances as you can 
well imagine; tius ſhort turn having utterly broken all the meat ares thcy had 
ſo wiſely taken: and for ſometime they were unreſolved whar Courſe to 
ſteer, being uncertain of what complexion, and temper. a new Purlramen! 
might prove. 

True it is, the late Par/;ament were 1n reality, as we had reaton to believe, 
moſtly in their Judgment enemies enough to Catho/icks; but wo had fo well 
managed our Afairs, as to poficls ſome ot the moſt active =n4 h1ct-ipirired 
xmong them, the Be/lweathers of the Houſe, who lead the whoie + ock.Ji hat 
tierc was an abſolute neceſſity, Firſt to run down ſome Great Ones, vho in» 
terpoſed , as we per{waded the World, in favour of us; and that unlels they 
were tak2n out of the way , there could be nothing done to purpole , eitrer 
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to diſcover the | ottom of the Deſign, or to puniſh the Perſons principal- 
ly accuſed for the Plot , as they call it. This was a Method which it 
was judged would take them off trom the vtolent Chaſe and purſuit of poor 
Catholicks, who were now upon the dreadful brink of a moſt terrible Pez ſecu- 
tion; and to divert the Storm , nothing covld be more conducive , than to 
daſh theſe black clouds one againſt another , and diſcharge their 1 hunders 
mutually upon themſelves : tor if we could this or any other way engage the 
Hereticks deep enough in a (2zarre/ among themſelves , by the indultry of 
our Partv among them, we could not tell how tar thefe diicords and oppoſi- 
tions might tranſport them , nor what would be the conſequences or events 
oft a Firc-ball in the H. C. We have had no contemptible ſucceſs with ſuch 
Engincs in other cccafions; and it was hoped it might at laſt put the Nation, 
and eſpecially the City , into a general Mutixy upon the diſappointment of 
their expectations ; there being nothing ſo unanimouſly deſired, or ſo paſſi- 
onately longed tor, asto ſecall private heats laid aſide , to proſecute the main 
buſineſs of the P/of. And ſhould it have come toa Popular i umult, we ſhould 
not have been wanting to have made conſiderable advantages of it ; and un- 
der the colour of being Popi/hly affetted , and obſtrutting the proſecution cf 
the Plot , tew of our enemics ſhould have furvived the tury of the Tumult ; 
and it may be we might have made rhe Fereticks themſelves help.to reduce 
their new BaLylon to Cinders a ſecond time , and in that contuſion have done 
ſome cxccutions which I will not name. However, if that fhould not happen, 
we were hereby aſſured, that we ſhould for ſome time divert the imminent 
danger which threatned Cazholicks in general, and thoſe Noble Lords in par- 
ticular ; and no man knows what the very gaining a little time may produce 
in favour of us; Multa cadunt inter peculum, ſuprewaque labra, *-. 

This courſe we knew was very pleaſing to many,who,as our worthy Friend, 
the much lamented Mr. C. had judiciouſly obſerved, to revengetheir private 
Piques, hadof along time ſet themſelves to oppoic the Minifters of State, and 
to whom ſuch a promiſing opportunity was »ſcadine and Ergs,and beſides, 
it was infinitely taking and popular to all the Diſcontented and kactious, who, 
I am pzrfwaded, would joyn with the Catholicks, the French , or the Great 
Turk, rather than loſe the pleaſure of ſeeing ſome great Perſons take the Som:- 
merſet from the Battlements of Honour, eſpecially ſuch as they are made be- 
lieve are Enemies to their Liberties and Relig/on, which are but one thing 
with two names. 

However, we were ſure of this advantage, that by degrees we ſhould per- 
ſwade Peop'e, that there never was any ſuch thing as any Deſign among the 
Catholicks ax ainſt the Xj7g and Government, there being no more evident 
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Demonftration, that the ZZ. C. did not believethere was any real P/ot , than 
both, their violent proceeding upon disbanding the 4rmy , even when 'twas 
ſaid and ſworn before them, that there were 20000. men in a readineſs to at- 
tend the fatal b'ow ; and that the King of France with his whole Power was 
ready to ſtrike in with the Catholicks; as alſo their running fo furiouſly up- 
on the Miniſters of State, in ſtead of the Catholick Lords, as being the more 
dangerous Conſpirators. And, it may be, we haveloſtno ground by this Art- 
fice, and thereby confirming what we did at firit, and haveall along given out 
and ſpread abroad, That it was in reality a Plcr of the Presbyterians againit 
his Majeſty and the Government ; and that under the pretence ot a P/o: of the 
Papiſts,all ſuch as were friends to the Church or Crown ſhould be accuſed to 
be Popiſhly affefed ; and thus by ruining the Supporters, the Crown muſt tall 
of courſe ; this was the way in which they , by our aſſiſtance, ſo ſucceſsfully 
proceeded in 41. andnothing could make it more plain, than that the ſame 
Party was playing their old Leflons over again. And as we did then ina 
oreat meaſure happily effe&t our Deſigns, and manage the Heats, till they 
burnt down all, ſo we were not without hopes to dothe ſame, and like flints, 
by ſtriking them one againſt another, to daſhthem in pieces , and fire the ſe- 
veralFaftions ; and when they were of all ſides ſufficiently weaken'd , under 
pretence of ſupporting the weaker Party, to bring inthe power of the moſt 
Chriſtian King, to make them Friends by ſubduing both ; which vas an ad- 
vantage we might reaſonably hope tor now, but could not expect in the for- 
mer Revolutions, While his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was a Minor, and France it 
ſe]f engaged in Domeſtick troubles. 
But this Par/zament and our hopes of it being both atanend,we are to con- 


fider,how we may manage the next, and ſucceeding Parliaments,fo as nothing 


may be done to our prejudice, and by ccnſe uence, that they may become ad- 
vantageous to our prous Deſign of extirfating Zerefie , and propagating, the 
Catholick Faithin England again. Upon our ſerious Conſult, it has been here, 
after maturedeliberation, agreed upon, to ſend you theſe following Reſoluti- 
ens of their Reverences, who have done me the honour to aſſign me the Pro- 
vince, of taking care to tranſmit their Reſo/ves to you, and receive vour An- 
ſwers, andan accountofthe movement of our 4firs. You arctherefore with 
all ſpeedand ſecrefie, to takecare of the diſpatch of theſe »/trafions to all 
ſuch Perſons as wemay confide in, andyou ſhall judge qualifi'd for an Emplay 
ot ſo great Truſt ard Concern, thatT may ſay, the whole Catholick Intereſt 
and Hopes in F»z/and depend upon the ſucceſs of this Negotiation. 

And fr/?, as a thing previous to the E/eftions which ſhall be made , let the 
Fmiſſariesin all Counties and Corporations, eſpecially ſuch ashave Burgeſſes, be 
wo 
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vigilant to enquire who are 75 Le the Candidates for the ſucceeding EleQi- 
ONS. 

Secordly, Uſe all endeavours among the Diſenters, according toyour in- 
tereſt,to get in as many of the late Membets as you can;eſpecially P.C.B.M.&c. 
Our excellent Friend M. has aſſured his Illuſtriouſneſs the N/that he will not 
failto be in again, nor to do us the beſt ſervice he can,now,as well as in the laſt, 

Thirdly, It that cannot be done, but that new ones are ſet up, if they be 
Perſons firm in their Loyalty, and ſuch as have any the remoteſt dependence 
or expcRance upon the Court or Army; then give out among the people , 
though er paſſeut only, as you bait at your Inns, that to your certain know- 
ledge ſich Gentlemes are great Courtiers,and are of that party who deſign to 
reduce the Nation to the Modelof Framce, ly the arbitrary power of a ſtand- 
ins Army, thereby to Incroduce and Eſtabliſh Popery among us; which you 
muſt be fare ro make moſt vehementand bitter Dec/amations againſt. If they 
are perſons ſtrongly inciined to the Church of Zxg/and, then give out con- 
fidentiy that they are P4p//ts in heart, and that you know where they have 
declared themſelves fii-h;and that it is moſt viſible by their being ſo much for 
Ceremonis. 'Thisall tre Diſſerters will not only eaſily credit, but will be 
very helpful to us in ipreaging and juſtifying the Reports;theic things ſpoken 
with confidence, and a pretence ot ſome intimate knowledge of them, and 
that you now divulge the{e ſecrets o.1t of ſincere affeRtion to the Nation,rea- 

dy to to be bctray'd to Popery and Arbitrary Government, wall fly like W:/d- 

fireamong the ordinary People, who will ſnowball it trom.hand to hand, and 

tather ir upon-perſons of Repute, notknowing the Original hand fram 
whence it firſt came; and the repeated Ecchoot their fears will both redpub'e 
and confirm it. By this means you ſhall, with the Aſſiſtance of the Diſſenters, 
who greedily lay hold of this occaſion which they have ſolong wiſh't for and 
expected, be ſure to promote the election of ſuch Burgeſſes,asare diſaffected 
both to the Xingand Church; and though pollbly in many Counties the Loy- 
alty and Intereſt of the Gentry will carry it againſt us in the Knights; yet the 
greateſt number conſiſting of the Corporation Repreſentatives , there we 
{hall be too hard for them. And then.mark what will follow upon this, they 
will mcet with an invincible prejudice againſt the X ing and Eſtabliſht Govern- 
ment, both Civil and Feeletiaſtical; they will tall violently upon the Church 
as well as the Papi/?; they will be ſo taken up with their ewn Afﬀeairs and the 

Embroilments our friends will engage rhem 1n, that ours will fleep; and being 

{ſo hotand diſorderly, they will in probabiliry oblige the X»g to ſend chem 

home again, and ſeck tor another. K | : 

By this mcans the City and Country will be under the greateſt diſappoint- 
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ment and diffatisfation [nga a Arty which is undisbanded will be 
thought neceſſary to be kept up, but there being no money to pay them, 
they will be burdenſom and exaſperate the Country, and augment thejea- 
louſie of a ſtanding Army; A Fleet muſt alfobeput to Sea, becauſe of the A- 
larms of the French, and when they come home, the Seamen muſt be turned 
adrift for their pay too; it may be a new Par/iament may not becalled in 
ſome-time; but ſuch ways may be taken to raiſe money for the Publick ne- 
ceſlity as may render the Government odious, and diſpoſe People to a Gene- 
ral *ſurretion, and then the day's our own, then my Noble Lords, will fave 
their heads, for they mult be tried by a Parliament, and ifour affairsjump 
luckily; they ſhall out-live Methuſalem, if they live to ſee a Parliament to 
Loyal as'to give the King money or indeavour to ſettle the Peace of the 
Nation. 

But inthe ſecond place, if the Parliament ſhall fir, and thereappears any 
danger to us by there being unanimous, aud ſo like to continue, andto bring 
the Lords to their Trial: all indeavours muſt be uted by ſuch as canbe got to 
beof our party, Firſt to run them again upon the /7-:i/ters ot State, as being 
Popiſhly affected, anddeſigning to- Subvert Par/raments, and introduce A4r- 
bitrary Government, I need: not ſpeak much of this, you are {ufficiently ins 
ſtructed how tomange it, and cannot want a Cre to let it' up. 

Secondly, Obſtru&tas mueh. as poſſiblethe raifing of money,and yetcry 
out of the imminent danger and fearsof the French; it may be you will have 
reaſonand truth in thatparticular; however delay the money by asking ſuch 
unreaſonable things in recompence of it, that the mony BiU/ upon ſuch terms 
may be rejeQed, and'be ſure 1t may not be near enough tor- the preſent ze- 
oeftty; urge the miſpending of the great Revenue of the Crown, but lay all 
the blame uponthe Miniſters, you cannot miſs the King if you hitthe other. 
This will put the Xi»g outof allhopes of this Parliament, and may poſſibiy 
oeca(ion either a long Prorogation, or a-Di{ſclution, and we ſha!l be better 
provided againſt a new Parliament than wecould be now, being f> much fur- 
prized in'the diſſolution of the laſt. And beſides of thisParttamentupon witch 
theFactious have built ſuch hopes,be either Prorogued or Diffolved , it will 
ſt:1l exaſperate the Nation, and they will beapt toreceive the impreitons of 
their own fears and jealouſies,as well as thoſe wemuilt now {ow tizick among 
the diſcontented; it it continues, we mult ſhll-play rhe fame Game,and 


With 
grievances, ſmart Votes, and ingrateful Addreiles keep up and "create the 

miſunderſtandings, and widen the differences between the X anuthe FC. 
Thirdly A aſperie all that are nct of cur Party , aS Court-Penfieners or Pie 
piſtly affettcd, this will tecure ours trom being ditcovered, and will _ 
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the orher Odexs te the Peoplezand p02) their being elected .nto 2 finure. 77's 
ljament, if this thould happen to.1 c haſtily ditjolved. _ att 
Foarthly, Let our Party bring in « £411 tor Compreheaſion or Toferation 
ifit does no other Good, it will occaſion great heats andaltercations, long; de- 
bates and will be anexce.leatKemorato all other affairs,it willmake them high- 
ly the tavourites of the Separatiſts who will be moſt active againſt the Crown 
aud Government, aud if that can be paſſed, it isno matter how. ſeverely it ex- 
cludes all Catholicts from the benefit of indulgence; it will: certainly ruin the 
_ Charch,and we ſhall he well enoughabie todo our buſineſs,and to prepare the 
Peop'e for a Rebellion under the ſhelter of the ſeveral Sets who hate. both the 
King and Church ſufficiently already, and will in a little time become ſo nu» 
meroas and confident, that by their help we may beable to effet our Deſign. 
This politick Janus of a Toeleration has alſo another face, for it will alienate 
tie Rin of thote who are zealous for theChurch,from rhe Crown, when 
they ſee that give them u; as a prey to their Enemies; andifit does not yet , it 
will diſable tem from doing it the ſervice they would incaſe of neceſlify; fo 
that if it comes to a Rebeilion, the K, will be deſtitute of aſſiſtance of all 1rdes, 
and muſt ſeek tor aid among the Catholicks and from foreign Power, and which 
way ſoever the Game goes, we ſhall be ſure notonly to ſave oux Stakes, but 
to win by the hand. oo better aet, | 
Dear Sir, be diligent and vigorous in the proſecution of theſe [atrutFions, 
and be aſſured thar nothing ſhall be wanting on the part of their Reverences 
to forward the Defigy, veither Mony for the preſent, norPower for the future 
if occaſion offers. His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſtie is now at intire liberty in Caſe 
of neceſſity, either to interpole fog us,or afliſt us with his invincibleArms,and 
to promote ſo pious and Religious a cauſe. Doubt nothiug, but be of Good 
Courage inthediſcharge of this high truſt repoſed in you,anvd aſſure your ſelf 
of Succeſs and proportionate Rewards on Earth, Eternal Fame, and Eternal 
Glory in the Heavenly Parodiſe, The Fathers {end you theirs and the Ape» 
Rolical Benediflion; Ack me Recommended ta all our Friends, OQur Bleſſed 
Lady and all Saints pray for you, and ſucced your indeavours, Failnot to ad- 
vertiſe us, how. the wheel of affairs moves, that ſo we may be able to adviſe 
and dire&t accordingly, Farwell | 
D, P. 


Paris Feb. 12,N. St, 1678, 


